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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends and Supporters,

This year, GoggleWorks has been full of energy, growth, and collaboration,

and it's an honor to share our progress with you. At the heart of our work is the simple
yet-powerful idea that art can spark curiosity, strengthen community,

and ultimately, transform lives. Every day, | see this happening in classrooms, studios,
and shared spaces across our campus.

We are celebrating some truly exciting milestones. Currently, our After School Arts
Program (ASAP) has its largest-ever roster, providing free classes to 319 students this
term! We also welcomed new faces and expanded programs like our high school
student fellowship and the R3 program, a partnership with Connections Work, which
supports participants re-entering the job market after incarceration with hands-on
skills. and career pathways: In 2023, over 200,000 visitors came GoggleWorks, enjoying
over 20 exhibitions, 800 classes and workshops; 500 outreach programs, and 100 film
screenings. Programs on our campus served over 10,000 students through education
programs and field trips. Mobile programs served over 20,000 more and we even
produced 1,000 Ibs of food in our GoggleWorks Gardens at Lauer's Park.

In our first phase of the GoggleWorks Art Park, we transformed blighted urban spaces
into a vibrant community area where creativity and connection can thrive outdoors.
Our front entrance is open again, drawing thousands of visitors into our doors,

and serving thousands more through accessible outdoor programs.

Looking forward in 2024, we're thrilled about upcoming projects like GoggleWorks 2,
which will welcome Helping Harvest's Community Kitchen and broadening our work
addressing food insecurity and connecting farm-to-table food in this part of the city.
The 50,000 square foot development, attached to our main building through a foot
bridge, will also expand our own classrooms and studios by 10,000 square feet

and offer artist housing for our summer residencies, visiting artist fellowships,

and Alvernia University collegiate programs!

These projects represent our vision for an even more inclusive, accessible,

and art-filled future here in Reading. To our board, staff, supporters, and partners—
thank you! Your support keeps this work thriving, and together, we're making

art a lasting force for good in our community.

Warmly,

Levi Landis
Executive Director

ABOUT GOGGLEWORKS

GoggleWorks Center for the Arts transforms lives
through unique interactions with art.

GoggleWorks is the nation’s largest art center of its kind; a nonprofit cultural
campus headquartered in a former goggle factory comprising nearly an
entire city super-block bustling with the arts. The brainchild of trustee Marlin
Miller and the late co-founders Albert Boscov and Irv Cohen, alongside a
founding group of othervolunteers and artists, Goggleworks opened in 2005.
Today, GoggleWorks serves over 250,000 visitors and participants through
year-round arts education, including workshops, classes, and visiting artists;
community outreach programs; a summer residency; youth: programs and
summer camps. Our campus boasts 30 on-site studio artists; the Albert

and Eunice Boscov Theater, three premier galleries for exhibitions; the

New Store and Art Supply Store, the Berks Launchbox maker space; and 16
communal learning environments including those dedicated to ceramics;
wood; printmaking; hot, warm, and cold glass; metals; textiles, photography;
virtual reality; digital media; music; drawing and painting; and urban gardens.
GoggleWorks also is home to almost 40 community resident organizations
ranging from small businesses to partner nonprofits.

Admission and parking are free from 9am to 9pm daily.




WHAT OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS

Our community is vibrant, diverse, and extremely creative. In 2019,

community leaders grew determined to do more to serve our city neighbors

and students, who experience some of the most significant challenges
facing our society. By canvassing every door within a 7-block radius of
our campus, leading interviews in Spanish, we documented the voiced
concerns of city residents and businesses and developed a coalition of
over 60 partners and hundreds of residents. From outdoor gathering

places and fun things to do on the weekend, to safety and accessibility,

all voices were taken into account when we developed the master plan
for The Art Park and launched pilot programs to test the feasibility of the
project. Most recently, the Regional Foundation (powered by Wells Fargo)

supported an 18-month planning effort that brings together our partners for
action and covers the 6th ward community. The effort concludes in spring.

PARTNERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

Partnerships are critical to our vision of success. This year, we fostered
partnerships to improve the relevance and quality of our programs,
and extended the reach and impact of our mission. Alvernia University

and GoggleWorks' four-year Bachelor of Arts in Creativity Program launched

offering complementary hands-on learning. We continue to fight hunger
with Opportunity House through 200+ donated handmade bowls
to the annual Souper Bowl event. We presented an exhibition of artwork
from every school district with Berks County Intermediate Unit.

We hosted Rodale Institute Farmer Training (RIFT) students to learn from
our practices in the garden while helping them to design Resident Programs.

And we tabled at over 30 community events offering our partners free
children’s activities and accessibility to art.

GOGGLEWORKS GARDENS AT LAUER’S PARK

A collaboration with Lauer’s Park Elementary and the Reading School District, this

innovative partnership allows Goggle Works to apply its interactive art studio model to
the dynamic garden environment at Lauer’s Park, serving school children and community

residents alike. This year the garden hosted many free events benefiting the local

neighborhood from a Learn to Compost event to the Together We Grow book release in
partnership with Penn State Health, Rite Aid Healthy Futures, and collaborators Floyd
Stokes and Sheena Hisiro. Monthly, the garden hosted Soil & Stage Open Mic Night
events bringing local artists together through comedy, poetry, music,

dance & other creative performances.

THE HELPING HARVEST ANNEX AT GOGGLEWORKS

As of January 2025, Building 2 on GoggleWorks’

campus will welcome the expanded headquarters and

a teaching kitchen for Helping Harvest, the regional
food bank. The Our City Reading major economic
development effort to renovate the final warehouse

on our campus as a STEAM center and food hub,
expanding on our work marrying arts and culture with
science, sustainability, education, and food access, is
well under way constructing a new home for the Reading
Science Center, an interactive museum, BCIU Headstart
Classrooms and Playground, and artist/student housing.




PROGRAMS

GoggleWorks is a place to develop skills, ask questions, experiment freely,
and investigate the human spirit. Through exceptional arts education

and engaging community programming, we inspire people to expand the
boundaries of art-making, personal growth, cross-cultural dialogue, and
appreciation for material culture. Our programs are unique because they

are Interactive, Place-Based, and Lifelong, falling into four basic categories:

EDUCATION

Classes, workshops, youth programs, and scholarships offered over three
terms, serving over 5,000 all-ages students and 10,000 school children
in cross-disciplinary studios and unigue learning environments.

OUTREACH

Using art, we try to address tangible community problems, serving more
than 22,000 through after school programs, creative placemaking
and outdoor events, and other equitable programs.

ARTIST + WORKFORGE DEVELOPMENT

Through exhibitions, commissions, studio rentals, artwork & gallery sales,
residencies, mentorships, portfolio prep, passport programs,

and career opportunities, we serve over 500 established, emerging,

and student artists annually as well as those looking to reenter the
workforce with new skills.

VISITOR EXPERIENCES

The art center serves over 250,000 total visitors
on-site through interactive activities, tours,

school groups, rentals, major events & conferences,
community rentals, theater, The New Store, and The
Art Supply Store. Outdoor experiences now serve
more than 15,000 and we are opening

our new restaurant in 2025.
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RECOGNITION

We have over 850 5 star reviews on Google,
Facebook and WeddingWire sharing their experiences:

[ Our WEDDING at GoggleWorks was the BEST day of our lives!
So many of our guests commented on how magical, unique, and
charming our venue was. We are especially excited.that we can go
back to reminisce since GoggleWorks is open to the public. 99

-Sam M.

“Attended the PUMPKIN PALOOZA and had a great time. My 15-month
old got to learn, do, and bring crafts home. We got to make an
awesome tote, eat popcorn, smores, apple cider and enjoyed crafts,

vendors, and great music. 99
-Reana H.

6 can't say enough good things about this place. Walking the halls
to look at all of the amazing art is a day well spent. The TEACHERS
are warm and encouraging. It’s a real place of COMMUNITY. 99

- Stefanie R.

64 We've hosted multiple CORPORATE DINNERS and COMMUNITY
SERVICE EVENTS at GoggleWorks, and it has been nothing short
of amazing. It's a fantastic venue that consistently impresses
our team and guests alike. 99

-Melissa S.




PHASE 2: CREATIVE COMMONS

This year we received $1.5M in private funding incentivized
through the Neighborhood Assistance Program (NAP), the
largest such award in the state, to plan and design the next big
stage of-our vision. The vision - A large gravel lot currently used
for overflow parking and largerevents behind Building 6 will be
redesigned as a performance venue, media center, interactive
learning, hot metals learning pavilion, urban gardens,
community event space, hospitality.and-concessions, sculpture
garden mini-golf, and pedestrian/bike corridor. The plan and
intent is to serve an estimated 100,000 guests through recurring
access to recreational green space, services, and pedestrian
and bike transportation access. This is in addition to all of those
served directly through programs created within

and around the Art Park.

RIBBON GUTTING ON PHASE 1

ART PARK

October 2024 we hosted a ribbon cutting for Phase 10of the Art Park
and showcased the artfully designed new courtyard, greenspaces,

and cafe to the public with a look at the final construction
on Thorn Alley, an outdoor dining area with performance stage.

We celebrated with a larger-than-life puppet theater show, music
and food. Capital contributors who made Phase 1possible include Sweet
Street, Sandy Solmon & Doug Messinger, City of Reading, County of Berks
and Commissioners, Boscov’s Department Stores; Windgate Foundation,

and Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency.

A SHARED VISION

The vision for our work has expanded.

The Art Park is a transformative project aimed at creating a dynamic outdoor cultural hub. The project will reimagine roughly 3 acres of neglected city spaces
surrounding our campus into publicly-accessible, culturally-vibrant greenspaces designed to advance safety.and comfort, catalyze downtown revitalization,
connect city assets, build community resilience, and drive cross-cultural dialogue and civic pride. The community coalition formalized a steering committee
called the “GoggleWorks Neighborhood Task Force,” supported and facilitated by the Wyomissing Foundation, which joins our on-site partners in supporting
this shared vision. Through an 18-month grant from the Regional Foundation, our partner list grew to include Centro Hispano, City of Reading,

Habitat for Humanity of Berks, Lauer’s Park Elementary, United Way of Berks, Alvernia University, Reading Area Community College,

Mt. Zion Baptist, Christ Episcopal, Berks County Community Foundation, and Our City Reading.
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P o . United
aiv e SRR 2




INDIVIDUAL & CORPORATE
CONTRIBUTIONS

GRANTS
& GOVERNMENT

ADMISSIONS
& PROGRAM FEES

$1,234,989

INVESTMENT RETURN ENDOWMENT
$1,521,622 $10,212,894

ADMIN & OPERATING

FUNDRAISING

PROGRAMS & SERVICES
EXPENSES ,— $2,190,932

SUPPORTERS

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each contributor listed below, whose
generosity and belief in our mission have been vital to the flourishing of our
art center and the community and audiences we serve.

$500,000 - $1,000,000+

City of Reading
Sandy Solmon & Doug Messinger

$100,000 - $250,000

Sweet Street

County of Berks
Institute of Museum & Library Services

$10,000-$85,000

Marlin & Ginger Miller
Wells Fargo Regional Foundation & CDC

Adam & Robin Altman

Berks County Community Foundation
Carolyn & Jerome Holleran

Dondld & Dorothy Stabler Foundation
Metropolitan Management Group

PA DCED

$2,500-$9,999

Pam & Jim Frankola

Quality Quinn & Dr. Stanley Grabius
The Wyomissing Foundation

Tod & Chrissy Auman

William & Robin Koch

Alissa & Peter Carlino

Art Alliance for Contemporary Glass
Barbara & David Thun

Charlesworth Fleischacker LLC
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Customers Bank

Katherine & Bill Thornton

Kimberton Whole Foods, Inc.

Michael Palm Foundation

PA Council onthe Arts

Ruth Aichenbaum

Stephanie Rawden & Mark Ratcliffe
Tompkins Community Bank

Truist

Victor & Dena Hammel

VISIONS Federal Credit Union

MEMBERS

406 MAKER MEMBERS (Annual giving)
31 MISSION MEMBERS (Recurring monthly giving)

**accurate numbers at time of reporting




SUPPORTERS coninuen

LEADERSHIP

$1,000-$2,499

Ann & John Mazzo
Barbara Kline

Carol Siegel

Fulton Bank

Gary & Karen.Rightmire

Heidi & Jeremiah Sensenig

Helene Cohen Bludman

Howard & Victoria Hafetz

Hubric Resources

$1-$999

Adam Smith

Al Weber

Alice Borgiet

Amy Berger

Andrea Palacios
Anna & Isadore Oritsky
Anne Padinske

Anne Sweeney Sedlis
Annie Dietrich
Ashley Dierolf
Belinda Harrison
Beverly Leviner
Brandy Santiago
Brian Michelson
Cary Whiteley
Catherine‘Barnett
Catherine Woynarowski
Cathleen Brown
Cathy Myers

Cathy Stampone
Chris Biolchini

Chris Kern
Christopher-Miller
Crystal Seitz

Dail & David Richie
Dana Kroeck

Diane Kemmerling
Edvard Philipson

Eric Weller

Erin Arms

Eugenia Sowicz
Gerald & Sydney Malick
Heidi Sensenig
James Chaney
James Stevens
Jan'Knudsen

Jane Witheridge
Jennifer Marcello
Jodie Snader
JohnVon Blauch

Interior Environments

Jeffrey & Anne Hassel

John & Mary Disegi

Jonathan Disegi

Laurie Bludman

Marshia Carlino
Reading'Branch NAACP 2289
The Highlands at Wyomissing
Thomas McMahon

Joyanna Huntley
Judith Ballinger

Karen OBrien

Karen Palcho
Katharine & Tim Curtiss
Kim'Berry

Laura Burtner

Mark Kern

Mark Schaffer

Marry Neubert
Marsha Biderman
Mary Alice Wotring
Melodie Burkey
Melody Shoemaker
Michael Herman
Michael Mitrovic Jr.
Mike LaFleur
Olubunmi Ojikutu

Pam Progansky
Patricia Minehart
Paul & Helena Bunker
Paul Bunker

Paul Dovin

Paul Savidge

Reading Berks Guild of Craftsmen
Rene Odel Placido
Richard & Mindy Small
Richard Bromley
Richard Waldron

Rick Olmos

Robert Takacs
Rodney Ridley

Sharon Minnich

Sheila Shuman
Stephanie Wanner
Susan Bamford

Susan Brubaker

Trish Reppert

Virginia & Jeffrey Rush

We are proud to acknowledge our dedicated team of professional staff
and volunteer board leaders, each of whom plays a vital role in steering
our organization towards success.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tod Auman
Alissa Carlino
Maritza Loaiza
Paul Cohn

William Koch, Sr. Treasurer
Thomas McMahon

Marlin Miller Chair Emeritus
Rick Olmos

Fran Parzanese

Edvard Philipson

Quality Quinn

Dail Richie

Dr. Rodney Ridley

Karen Rightmire

Crystal Seitz

Heidi Sensenig

Sandy Solmon. Chair
Stacey Taylor

Kate Thornton Secretary




LEADERSHIP continuen

STAFF

Alex Walmsley
Bri Shimer
Christian Valera
Cristian Ocasio
Devyn Briggs
Katana Crespo
Emily Thiel
Erica Hutchins
Ernest Tisdale
Felix Ocasio
Geri Nonnewitz
Hailey Gallagher
Isabel Alcala

Jamie Smith

New Staff Member

Jesse Futter
Joey Strain
Jon Jordan
Katie Johnsen
Kayla Wagner
Lara Strunk
Lauryn Lacis
LeviLandis
Margaret Pendleton
Matt Brown
Milena Drouet
Natalie Fenner

Paola Mateo

Pilar Montanez
Polly Garwood
Rachael Romig
Ramon Lopez
Ronald Ohlinger
Rubi Rodriguez
Sara Rose Gonzalez
Scott Krenitsky
Shakira Acevedo
Tess Doran
Tiana Zabala

Vyn Davis

YEAR HIGHLIGHTS
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